
Keystone Oaks High School 

Course Syllabus:  Government/ Economics 10 

2015-16 school year 

Mr. Klein (Rm. 145)  (412) 571-6000 Ext. 1145 
Course Description: 

 This course will provide the student with fundamental knowledge regarding the 

American political and economic system and the basic structure of the American Government.  

The primary objective is to help each individual make intelligent decisions as a citizen and 

consumer in today’s society.  Skills related to this objective will be stressed, along with factual 

knowledge and an emphasis on current topics.  Problem solving and critical thinking activities 

will be an integral part of the course.  Evaluation will be based on examinations, quizzes, 

homework, quarterly projects, notebook, and participation.   

 

District Mission Statement:  To provide a safe learning environment that prepares critical 

thinkers to become responsible and productive members of society. 

 

Course Materials: 

 The textbook listed below will be issued to each student.  Students are responsible for the 

condition and location of their textbook.  The texts are new and must be covered!! 

 

 Remy, Richard C., Patrick, John J., Saffell, David C., Clayton, Gary E.   Building  

 Citizenship:  Civics & Economics.  Glencoe/ McGraw Hill,  Columbus   

 OH,  2013.  

   

Class Wiki:  http://government-economics.wikispaces.com/   This can be used to 

 access and print out assignments or to find out your current assignment. 

 

Other materials the student will be expected to have include: 

 - A Binder Notebook (For this class) Everyday! - A writing utensil  

 - A Folder (for returned assignments & unit packets)- Textbook (Everyday) 

 

Learning Objectives: 

- Analyze information and ask appropriate questions 

- Use historical, factual, and current information to develop a point of view 

- Understand the structure and function of our government 

- Understand our role as citizens of the United States 

- Understand the structure and function of our economic system 

- Understand our role in the economy 

- Work effectively with provided information 

- Apply learned concepts using real-world scenarios 

- Interpret narrative and non-narrative data 

 

Content Objectives: 

- Understand the foundations of American citizenship 

- Understand the Constitution and other American documents 

- Understand the rights and responsibilities of citizenship 

- Determine the roles that each branch of government carries out 

- Compare and contrast various economic systems 

- Analyze the effects of supply and demand on market price 

- Develop sound investment and personal finance strategies 

http://government-economics.wikispaces.com/


- Understand the competing roles of labor, business, and government 

- Understand and describe various economic indicators, such as inflation, 

unemployment, gross domestic product, the stock market, and national debt 

 

Class Rules and Policies: 
1)  Attendance issues will be handled in a consistent fashion with the district’s 

standards.  You are expected to report to class on time (unless you have a valid signed 

excuse).  90% Rule is in effect! (Lates count against that percentage) 

2)  Class cuts will be handled as they arise.  No exceptions!!  You will receive a 

referral each time you cut.  You will receive a 0% for any work missed during a cut.  

Multiple cuts may result in withdrawal from the course (w/out credit) 

3)  Swearing is prohibited.  There is no place for profanity within a non-threatening 

classroom environment.  Be Careful!  General rule- If you think it might be 

inappropriate then don’t say it. 

4)  No food and drink in the classroom except for clear plastic Water bottles 

5)  All students will respect each other, their teacher, and the property of the school 

and others. 

6)  Each student is expected to bring their textbook, a writing utensil, and a 3 ring 

binder on a daily basis, unless otherwise informed 

7)  General class rules:  Stay seated, be quiet and listen, raise your hand to speak (don’t 

blurt out!) 

8)  Personal use of cell phones will be strictly prohibited!  May be used educationally at 

times (Fines could be assessed) 

9)  Wait until instructional time has ended to ask to go to restroom (Unless an absolute 

emergency) 

 

Homework: 
Homework will likely be assigned an average of 2 or 3 times during the week.  The 

completion of homework is highly recommended to ensure an average grade. 

Homework will be collected up to 2 day(s) late: 

1) 1st day late:  You may receive up to 75% of points available 

2) After 1 day late:  You may turn in for ½ credit but you will receive a failing grade 

for the assignment. 

3) Once an exam is given on the content, homework will no longer be accepted 

4) Students who are absent (Excused) will have a reasonable amount of time to turn in 

missed work,  this is my discretion and related to the extent of the absences 

5) If  an absence is not changed from unexcused to excused within 5 school days, 

you may receive a 0% for any work conducted or due on the day of absence. 

 

Grading Procedures: 
The following grading scale will be used to assign quarterly and yearly letter grades: 

 A:  100% to 90%  D:  69% to 60% 

 B:  89% to 80%   F:  59% and below 

 C:  79% to 70% 

The student’s final quarterly grades will be a combination of the percentages obtained in 

various types of assessment.  The following weights will be used to calculate this grade. 

Unit Exams:  40%    Homework:  15% 

 Quizzes:  15%     Class Participation/ Binder:  10% 

 In-Class Assignments and projects :  20% 

   



Please sign and return this page!! 
 

Please acknowledge that you have read and understand the material covered in this syllabus 

by signing below.  Please return this form to class, this is the first graded homework 

assignment!! 

 

 

_________________________   _________________________ 

Student (Please Print)    Parent (Please Print) 

 

 

 

_________________________   _________________________ 

Student Signature    Parent or Guardian Signature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


